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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Prior to substantive examination, kindly amend the subject application as follows: 



IN THE CLAIMS : 

Amend claims 3, 5-10, 13, 15, 20-22, 24, 26, and 27 as shown in the following 
section, "CLAIMS IN CLEAN FORM." 



CLAIMS IN CLEAN FORM 



3. A device of claim 1 wherein the second configuration of the 
elongate member is curved. 

5. A device of claim 1 wherein the elongate member is preformed 
from a plastics material with memory and is preformed to the second configuration. 

6. A device of claim 1 wherein the elongate member has a first end 
that is firstly inserted into the implantee. 

7. A device of claim 1 wherein the first configuration is at least 
substantially straight. 

8. A device of claim 1 wherein the elongate member is formed from v. 

a biocompatible material selected from the group comprising a silicone and a polyurethane. 

9. A device of claim 1 wherein the first and second stiffening 
elements are formed of the same material. 

10. A device of claim 1 wherein the first stiffening element is made 
of a material that is relatively stiffer than the first material. 

13. A device of claim 1 wherein at least the first stiffening element is 
formed of a bioresorbable material which dissolves or softens on exposure to a fluid. 



15. A device of claim 1 wherein at least the first stiffening element is 
formed from a non-bioresorbable material. 

20. A device of claim 1 wherein the first and/or second stiffening 
element are formed from a shape memory material. 

21 . A device of claim 1 wherein the first and second stiffening elements are of 
different lengths. 

22. A device of claim 1 wherein the first stiffening element is a 
metallic or metallic alloy stylet, and the second stiffening element is formed of a 
bioresorbable material which dissolves or softens on exposure to a fluid. 

24. A device of claim 1 wherein the device includes an additional 
layer surrounding the elongate member, the additional layer having a first rate of fluid ingress 
therethrough and have at least one fluid ingress means formed therein, the rate of fluid 
ingress through the fluid ingress means being greater than the first rate of fluid ingress 
through the additional layer. 

26. A device of claim 1 wherein the first stiffening element is a metal 

or bioresorbable stylet and the second stiffening element is formed from a shape memory 
material. 

27. A device of claim 1 wherein at least a portion of an outer surface 
of the elongate member has a coating of a lubricious material. 



REMARKS 



Amendments have been made hereinabove to the claims in order to eliminate 



multiple dependencies. Applicants state that no new matter is being added hereof. 
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VERSION OF MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE TO CLAIMS 



3. A device of claim 1 [or claim 2] wherein the second configuration of the 
elongate member is curved. 

5. A device of claim 1 [or claim 2] wherein the elongate member is preformed 
from a plastics material with memory and is preformed to the second configuration. 

6. A device of claim 1 [or claim 2] wherein the elongate member has a first end 
that is firstly inserted into the implantee. 

7. A device of claim 1 [or claim 2] wherein the first configuration is at least 
substantially straight. 

8. A device of claim 1 [or claim 2] wherein the elongate member is formed from 
a biocompatible material selected from the group comprising a silicone and a polyurethane. 

9. A device of claim 1 [or claim 2] wherein the first and second stiffening 
elements are formed of the same material. 

10. A device of claim 1 [or claim 2] wherein the first stiffening element is made 
of a material that is relatively stiffer than the first material. 

13. A device of claim 1 [or claim 2] wherein at least the first stiffening element is 
formed of a bioresorbable material which dissolves or softens on exposure to a fluid. 



15 A device of claim 1 [or claim 2] wherein at least the first stiffening element is 
formed from a non-bioresorbable material. 

20. A device of claim 1 [or claim 2] wherein the first and/or second stiffening 
element are formed from a shape memory material. 

21 . A device of claim 1 [or claim 2] wherein the first and second stiffening 
elements are of different lengths. 

22. A device of claim 1 [or claim 2] wherein the first stiffening element is a 
metallic or metallic alloy stylet, and the second stiffening element is formed of a 
bioresorbable material which dissolves or softens on exposure to a fluid. 

24. A device of claim 1 [or claim 2] wherein the device includes an additional 
layer surrounding the elongate member, the additional layer having a first rate of fluid ingress 
therethrough and have at least one fluid ingress means formed therein, the rate of fluid 
ingress through the fluid ingress means being greater than the first rate of fluid ingress 
through the additional layer. 

26. A device of claim 1 [or claim 2] wherein the first stiffening element is a metal 
or bioresorbable stylet and the second stiffening element is formed from a shape memory 
material. 

27. A device of claim 1 [or claim 2] wherein at least a portion of an outer surface 
of the elongate member has a coating of a lubricious material. 



